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Earliest Mention in Club Publication 









Willoughby Rodman Article 
Ascent of Mt. San Antonio in 1903 


The writer had the pleasure of making th^rip in 
November, 1903, spending two most enjoyablp days en 
route. The party was composed of six men^Ders of the 
Sierra Club,—Messrs. Force Parker, Clair Tappan, R. B. 
Dickinson, Ross T. Hickcox, Thornton Kinney, and the 
writer,—all of whom, except Mr. Tappan, took part in 
the Kern River outing. Taking the Santa Fe train leav¬ 
ing Los Angeles at 7:30 on the morning of November 
7th, we arrived at Uplands, where we left the railway, 
at four minutes after 9. 


But I must mention one circumstance. By that camp¬ 
fire in a windy canon of the Sierra Madre the Southern 
California Section of the Sierra Club was born. An 
organization was completed and work planned. The ob¬ 
ject of the section is to forward the work of the Sierra 
Club in Southern California. It is strictly subordinate 
to the parent club (Sierra Madre ?). It will take no action 
not sanctioned by the directors, and will always work in 
the name of the club, and for the purpose of extending its 
influence and furthering its objects. 

I shall not at this time trouble the readers of the 
Bulletin with an account of the work performed by the 
section since its organization, but state that we hope in 
the future to accomplish even more. 




Wf- 


In the Spirit of the Rodman Article the earliest years were devoted to 

climbing Mt. San Antonio 



Many Climbs Documented 




Early Climbs of “Old Baldy” 



Alice Bates on Baldy 7-30-1910 






Early Climbs of “Old Baldy” 





Early Climbs of “Old Baldy” 





Early Climbs of “Old Baldy” 








Early Climbs of “Old Baldy” 


H.R. “Bob” Sturdevant 


Wilbur Cunningham 


Jack Peyton 




1920s 






Early Climbs of “Old Baldy” 









Early Climbs of “Old Baldy” 



Circa 1920s 






Circa 1917 




Early Climbs of “Old Baldy” 



Circa 1917 





Early Climbs of “Old Baldy” 



Circa 1917 





Early Climbs of “Old Baldy” 



Circa 1917 





NOTES AND CORRESPONDENCE 


News Items from the Southern Section 
By C. J. Fox 

Membership in the Southern Section has been growing steadily. Schedule 
trips have been well attended. There was an average of fifty-six persons on 
each of the fifteen regular trips during the fall. The Hallowe’en trip to 
Wheeler’s Hot Springs appealed to 175 persons, and Collins Ranch brought 
out 104 persons, the majority in each case driving out in' their own machines. 
The first trip of the fall was a four-day automobile tour to Bakersfield, Green¬ 
horn Mountains, Sunday Peak, Mohave Desert, and Red Rock Canon. 

The regular Wednesday luncheons, newly scheduled at the Broadway Cafe, 
have exceeded the expectations of the committee. Many times there are thirty 
to fifty present, and a closer fraternity among members is thus accomplished. 

During the year the club has offered three stereopticon lectures to members 
and to the public without charge. Mr. Hazzard, a Mount Ranier guide, spoke 
on “The Peaks of the Northwest.” Mr. Francis M. Fultz spoke on “Southern 
California Trails and Flowers.” Mr. Wylie showed the attractions of Yellow¬ 
stone National Park and Bryce Canon, and Mrs. Hinshaw, F. R. G. S., pre¬ 
sented the “Mountainous Interior of Vancouver Island.” The usual attend¬ 
ance is about two hundred persons. 

The Southern Section was greatly favored during the New Year’s holiday 
by a three-day visit from club members from San Francisco and the bay re¬ 
gion, including William E. Colby and Joseph N. Le Conte. W. J. Aschen- 
brenner assisted in arranging the excursion. Another guest was Colonel John 
R. White, Superintendent of Sequoia and General Grant national parks. Some 
of the features of entertainment carried out by Chairman Phil S. Bernays and 
his reception committees were luncheon at Beverly Hills Hotel, inspection of 
the Douglas Fairbanks studios, dinner at the Ebell Clubhouse (attended by 
nearly two hundred persons), followed by a revue entitled “High Sierra High,” 
written and staged by the Misses Mortimer and given by a cast of southern 
California members, presenting the delights and the hardships of traversing 
the high regions. A trip to Mount Lowe and the climb of San Gabriel Peak, 
and on New Year’s day a view of the Pasadena Tournament of Roses, com¬ 
pleted the round of events. We trust the visitors will come again and bring 
other members. 



Fun to Read, and eventually it 
deals with Old Baldy 




1923 

Sierra Club Bulletin 


to a committee to install a permanent covered cement box for one of them. The 
work is now finished. As the ascent of Mount San Antonio (10,500 ft.) has 
proved strenuous for a day’s trip, especially in winter, the Trails Committee 
has been successful in procuring a log cabin about half-way to the summit. 
This will be improved and fitted up for overnight stays. This peak is snow- 
covered about five months during the winter, and as the base of it at Camp 
Baldy is but three hour’s ride from Los Angeles, a magnificent snow region 
will be more accessible. The amount of one hundred dollars to buy the cabin 
was donated by a good member. (GU6SS who?) 

The Southern Section made an initial entry of a float in the Pasadena 
Tournament of Roses. Over a genuine fire a real hiker had tarried to flap 
some real flapjacks. A twisted wind-blown pine was overhead and dunnage- 
bags were strewn about. Several members carrying pack outfits followed a 
zigzag trail behind. 

The key to Muir Lodge is kept at Fern Lodge (public camp), but a ten- 
minute walk below our lodge. Any member may get the key without notice 
or charge by signing the register. The lodge and premises are kept in attrac¬ 
tive condition by the week-end parties and by the House Committee. Although 
Muir Lodge has not often drawn upon the club funds for building or mainte¬ 
nance, yet it is club property. Some seven hundred dollars has lately been 
spent for more locker space, etc., and a small amount was borrowed from our 
treasury. At the ninth anniversary of the lodge, last November, a party of 
sixty-five strolled up the six-mile trail and spent the evening about the big 
fireplace, roasting chestnuts and enjoying an impromptu program. More than 
one hundred members now have lockers there. We hold three government sites, 
which provide ample open spaces and prevent erection of other cabins at close 


range. 
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to a committee to install a permanent covered cement box for one of them. The 
work is now finished. As the ascent of Mount San Antonio (10,500 ft.) has 
proved strenuous for a day’s trip, especially in winter, the Trails Committee 
has been successful in procuring a log cabin about half-way to the summit. 
This will be improved and fitted up for overnight stays. This peak is snow- 
covered about five months during the winter, and as the base of it at Camp 
Baldy is but three hour’s ride from Los Angeles, a magnificent snow region 
will be more accessible. The amount of one hundred dollars to buy the cabin 
was donated by a good member. (Aurslia Harwood) 

The Southern Section made an initial entry of a float in the Pasadena 
Tournament of Roses. Over a genuine fire a real hiker had tarried to flap 
some real flapjacks. A twisted wind-blown pine was overhead and dunnage- 
bags were strewn about. Several members carrying pack outfits followed a 
zigzag trail behind. 

The key to Muir Lodge is kept at Fern Lodge (public camp), but a ten- 
minute walk below our lodge. Any member may get the key without notice 
or charge by signing the register. The lodge and premises are kept in attrac¬ 
tive condition by the week-end parties and by the House Committee. Although 
Muir Lodge has not often drawn upon the club funds for building or mainte¬ 
nance, yet it is club property. Some seven hundred dollars has lately been 
spent for more locker space, etc., and a small amount was borrowed from our 
treasury. At the ninth anniversary of the lodge, last November, a party of 
sixty-five strolled up the six-mile trail and spent the evening about the big 
fireplace, roasting chestnuts and enjoying an impromptu program. More than 
one hundred members now have lockers there. We hold three government sites, 
which provide ample open spaces and prevent erection of other cabins at close 


range. 



Early Climbs of “Old Baldy” 



Edgar W. Cook - The Man Behind the 1920s Baldy Climbs & the 

Baldy Cabin 





Early Climbs of “Old Baldy” 
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Early Edgar Cook Records ( 1915 - 19 ) 























































































































MT. SAN ANTONIO (OLD BALDY) 
Elevation, 10,080 feet 

Xo. 1.—H. Sept. 2-3-4.—Note that this is the 
same date as the Greenhorn Mountain trip. 

Several members of the club have looked for¬ 
ward to the time when we would have a shelter 
or cabin to use as a “half-way” stop over on 
the Old Baldy trail. 

There is a cabin on an abandoned mining 
claim on the Devil’s Backbone trail near the 

San Antonio-Lytle Creek divide and an applica¬ 
tion for a lease in the name of the Sierra Club 
has been filed with the Forest Service with the 
intention of using - the cabin as a public shelter 
and storage room. 

This trip is to be a “tryout” to determine 
how useful the cabin can be made. 

Saturday, Sept. 2, 1922. Arrive at Camp 

Baldy about 5:30 p. m., via private autos or 
Pacific Electric, 3:25 p. m., San Bernardino 
train to Upland and Camp Baldy stage. 

After dinner at Camp Baldy or carried with 
you, go up Mt. San Antonio Devil’s Backbone 
trail five miles to cabin. 

Sunday. Seven mile round trip to the sum¬ 
mit of Mt. San Antonio, and repair work on 
cabin. 

Monday, (Labor Day). Five mile direct re¬ 
turn to Camp Baldy or one of several side trips 
may be taken. 

Sleeping blanket made of any old material 
that no one would think worth carrying away 
would be sufficient and could be left for use on 
future trips. 

Commissary for four or five meals but as 
simple as possible to avoid extra load up from 
Camp Baldy. This is an alternative Labor Day 
trip and is especially scheduled for those un¬ 
able to make the four day trip mentioned above. 

Leader. H. G. McMannus, 827 So. Gramercy 
Place, Los Angeles. Telephone, evenings, 567- 
561, but reserve before Thursday by mail if 
possible. 


MT. SAN ANTONIO CABIN 
No. 8. June 23-24, 1923. 

An aprpopriation has been made to cover cost 
of materials required to repair and remodel the 
cabin, but it is hoped that several of our mem¬ 
bers will enjoy mixing a little work on the cabin 
with the other pleasures of an outing in that lo¬ 
cality, and in that way reduce the labor cost of 
the job. 

Saturday, P. M.—Go to Camp Baldy Ranger 
Station auto park, then hike on up San Antonio 
Canyon about five miles to the cabin. 

The present plan is to hire a few pack ani¬ 
mals to carry tools, material and dunnage from 
Camp Baldy to the cabin. 

An attempt will be made to straighten the 
walls, overhaul the stoves, etc., so that actual 
work on the bunks can be started on the next trip.j 

Remember that donations of old carpet, gunny 
sacks or similar material are now in order and 
if taken up on this trip it will not be necessary 
to pack in sleeping bags on other trips. 

Mt. San Antonio Cabin Committee: 

MISS WILLARD, Telephone 26556. 

MISS HARWOOD, Upland. 

M. E. PETERSON, Hollywood, 4960. 

E. W. COOK, Chairman. Telephone 351-494. 


1922-23 

Beginnings of the Baldy Cabin 





D.D. Chalmers 



Kasper Casperson 











Baldy Cabin 






Note Big Tree to Right of Cabin 




Baldy Cabin 



1923-24: Working on Roof 






Baldy Cabin - 6/24/1923 







Installing Wood Stove 











Typical Baldy-Bagging Group of the 1920s 
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Edgar Cook Remembering Good Times - 
Cabin Burned Following Year 




San Antonio Cabin Committee 

Sched. No. 32 (Summer 1923): Edgar W. Cook, Chair. Miss Willard, Miss Harwood, M.E. 
Peterson 

Sched. No. 35 (12/29/23 to 2/17/24): Edgar W. Cook, Chair; Elsie Nutting, Aurelia S. Harwood, 
D. Duncan Chalmers 

Sched. No. 41 (12/24/24 to 3/18/25): Kasper Casperson, Chair. D. Duncan Chalmers, Aurelia 
S. Harwood, Harold A. Lepper. 

Sched. No. 46 (2/11/26 to 4/25/26). Same as No. 41, except Otis Jones replaced Harold A. 
Lepper. 

Sched. No. 47 (4/30/26 to 7/5/26). Kasper Casperson, Chair. D. Duncan Chalmers, Aurelia S. 
Harwood, Otis Jones, David Kennedy. 

Sched. No. 51 (3/26/27 to 7/4/27): Kasper Casperson, Chair. D. Duncan Chalmers, Aurelia S. 
Harwood, Morris Boyd, Harry Gunn. 

Sched. No. 54 (12/24/27 to 4/2/28): Lists only Elwin W. Horne, Chairman. 

Sched. No. 55 (3/31/28 to 7/1/28): Elwin W. Horne, Chair; Robert W. Penman, Majorie (sic) H. 
Bowen; Lynette Legge, Rodna Miess. 

Sched. No. 57 (10/1/28 to 1/1/29): No change. 

Sched. No. 59 (4/2/29 to 6/30/29): Robert W. Penman, Chair; Marjorie H. Bowen, Harry R. 
Gunn, Leota E. Troute, Peter Van Oosting. 

Sched. No. 62 (1/3/30 to 4/8/30): Robert W. Penman, Chair; Marjorie H. Bowen, Harry R. Gunn, 
Leota E. Troute, Charles Neis. 

Sched. No. 65 (10/10/30 to 1/16/31): Same as No. 62, but name of committee changed to 
Harwood Lodge Committee. 








The "founder" of Southern California backcountry skiing 
was Dr. Walter Mosauer, an Austrian transplant and 
professor of zoology at UCLA. The doc was a remarkable 
skier for the time, and began teaching his techniques to a 
number of young students in 1931. The gaggle of skiers 
made numerous ski descents to the local mountains, Old 
Baldy (Mt. San Antonio), San Gorgonio and San Jacinto. 
On February 14, 1932 Dr. Mosauer made a ski descent of 
Old Baldy and was so impressed with the natural bowl 
and quality snow conditions that he suggested the 
erection of a "ski hutte" in Baldy Bowl. 

Coached UCLA Ski Team 

1934 - With UCLA Ski Team, organized the Ski 
Mountaineers of California (no Sierra Club affiliation) 

Spring of 1935 - Group decides to build a ski hut in Baldy 
Bowl. Permit denied by Forest Service because group 
was too small. 

Club President Ernest Dawson invites group to join Sierra 
Club en masse, which they do, becoming Ski 
Mountaineers Section (SMS). 

Permit granted and construction started in 1935. 


Walter Mosaur 






George Bauwens 



The force behind construction of the ski hut. 


Pioneer ski mountaineer from the Tyrol. 


“Get to work, you lacey lofers!” 






San Antonio Ski Hut 



Over 10 tons of building materials 
hauled up by Ski Mountaineers and 
other Chapter members. 


L to R: Nelson Nies, Mary Jane Edwards, Dick Jones 











Completed in Jan. 1936 




Completed in Jan. 1936 




“It was truly a great loss and meant doing the task all over again. But this 
task was undertaken with great enthusiasm almost immediately by an 
increased number of members, and by the time good skiing arrived in Dec., 
a new and larger ski hut was completed and ready for use on the site of the 

earlier hut.” - Mugelnoos, 1937 
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HARWOOD LODGE FINANCE COMMITTEE 


1930 

Ernest Dawson, Ch. 

HARWOOD LODGE BUILDING COMMITTEE 

1930 

Peter Van Oosting, Ch. 

Philip Raab 
Marcus Shipman 
Robert W. Penman 
Percy H. Nicholson 
H. Scott Gerity 
Frank Thayer 


1950 (reinstituted for wing addition) 

Arthur B. Johnson, Chair 
Roy S. Aiken 

W.L. Crookston (Bill Crookston) 
Norman McKee 
Elizabeth Byrkit 
Rudy Parizek 
Marcus Shipman 







Harwood Lodge - Early In Construction 









Harwood Construction -1930 














Harwood Lodge Wing Addition -1950 















































Harwood Lodge 



Skiing to the Roof in 1944 






w 









w 



w 









__ 








The End 



Anonymous Collection 







